
The Central Research Institute began in 1956 
and since then has been engaged in academic 
research and study in various fields in a close 
cooperative relationship with society at large. 
In April 2011 the Institute was restructured 
into the Research Department and the 
Industrial Intellectual Properties Department, 
between them combining the former groups 
handling research, collaboration between 
academia, government and industry, and 
intellectual property.
　
The Research Department consists of the 
Basic Research Institute (eight research 
institutes), the research promotion project, 
and the general scientific field research 
groups with a number of research teams. The 
Industrial Intellectual Properties Department 
includes the Academic, Industrial and 
Governmental Collaborative Project Research 

Institute (twelve research institutes), the 
Academic, Industrial and Governmental 
Liaison Center, and the Intellectual Property 
Center.
　
The two departments work together to 
promote a wide range of research activities 
and collaborative projects, making research 
results available to society and supporting 
projects designed to promote and extend 
research results.

In addition to conducting education and 
research, another responsibility of 
universities is to return intellectual resources 
to society. Fukuoka University is a 
comprehensive university consisting of nine 
faculties in the fields of humanities and 
sciences, and many of our graduates are now 
executive managers at companies in Kyushu. 
Taking advantage of this wealth of business 
contacts and the local features of Kyushu, the 
Liaison Center is working with the business 
community and local governments to promote 
collaboration among academia, industry and 
government. In order to build a collaborative 
model based on a business perspective, we 
offer to individuals in these three sectors 
opportunities to make presentations and 
network with one another through technology 
exchange, presentation meetings and seminars. 
The Liaison Center also scouts for research 
seeds; supports business and research 
matching; provides consultation on 

technologies and management; and builds 
networks among academia, industry and 
government. Our two liaison offices in 
Fukuoka prefecture are involved in a range of 
activities, in coordination with local 
government and other organizations.
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The extracurricular activities in which 
students are voluntarily engaged during their 
free time help students cultivate individuality, 
a spirit of independence, spontaneity and 
camaraderie, and in this way they are also 
able to develop their characters.

Fukuoka University recognizes these 
extracurricular activities as a field of training 
and supports them as an integral part of our 
holistic education. Altogether about 7,000 
students, or some 36% of all students, 
participate in these extracurricular activities, 
cultivating their minds and training their 
bodies as they gain a sense of autonomy and 
self-motivation while building character in an 
ideal environment.

Our extracurricular activities are organized 
by the Student’s Union, whose membership is 
comprised of all Fukuoka University students 
and some members of the staff. The union 
plans and organizes its activities in 
coordination with the standing managers of 
clubs in both the academic and cultural 

section and the sports section and the 
Committee for General Affairs, which is 
composed of 20 student representatives each 
of whom is elected by their class. As of April 
2016, there are 43 clubs and one society in 
the sports section and 34 clubs in the 
academic and cultural section. Besides these, 
there are 78 hobby circles. In the Faculty of 
Commerce Evening School, there are 19 
clubs, one society and two hobby circles.

All of these clubs and societies are very 
active and play a crucial role in university 
life. Some of the academic and cultural clubs 
are engaged in unique research activities, 
while other are highly evaluated for their 
voluntary service. Fukuoka University has a 
long and proud tradition of sporting prowess. 
Its sports clubs have a successful record in 
national and other championships and have 
produced excellent athletes in the sport 
industry, who have gone on to participate in 
the Olympic Games and Universiade 
competitions or become professional baseball, 
soccer or golf players.
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