
As part of our dedication to holistic education, as described in our mission statement, Fukuoka 
University maintains a liberal arts-centered general education system that helps ensure that our 
students graduate with enlightened and broad-minded thinking capabilities, the ability to view problems 
comprehensively and thereby make sound judgments, and genuine humanity. It is designed to stimulate 
natural curiosity and the zeal to learn in students, nurturing the abilities needed for analyzing and 
integrating information. These are all crucial skills that will be essential throughout their study at the 
university. The general education program is composed of courses from the three fields of the 
humanities, social sciences and natural sciences, as well as interdisciplinary courses, fundamental 
courses, courses in foreign languages, health and physical education courses, and credited courses 
taken at other universities. The core characteristic of our general education program is that the 
curriculum is designed so that most students can complete the program within their first two years 
while still being able to take specialty courses at the same time.

Foreign language education at the University is one example of how this works. Languages offered in 
the program include English, German, French, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Russian and Japanese 
(international students only). The purpose of language education is to help our students develop broad 
cross-cultural perspectives, and to equip them with communication skills that enable them to 
understand what others have to say while being able to express their own thoughts and ideas.

General Education

The Department of Culture aims at providing 
its students with a comprehensive, 
multi-faceted understanding of human beings 
and cultures. Students study the methods of 
cultural analysis from multiple perspectives, 
including those of philosophy, religion, 
sociology, psychology, cultural anthropology, 
geography and art history. The goal of the 
Department is to produce graduates who have 
broad cultural perspectives and highly 
developed problem-solving skills and are thus 
able to contribute to society. To achieve this 
goal, members of the Department’s teaching 
and research staff come from a wide range of 
disciplines, including philosophy, religion, 
sociology, psychology, cultural anthropology, 
geography and art history.

Students learn the basic skills of cultural 
analysis in their first year. Then, from the 
second year on, they decide the course of 

The Faculty of Humanities exposes students to a wide range of knowledge and culture, instilling the 
core knowledge essential in the field, including philosophy, sociology, psychology, history, 
education, literature, language and education. The objective is to nurture professionals with a sense 
of ethics solidly based on consideration for others, freedom and responsibility. Under this 
approach, the Faculty promotes a broad understanding of the role of individuals within society, and 
the role of society itself, as viewed through diverse senses of value, training students to act 
responsibly and effectively, and to understand foreign cultures from a global perspective.

Department of Culture
study they will pursue by choosing from a 
range of seminars covering an array of fields. 
This curriculum is offered in accordance with 
the Department’s belief that in this age of 
specialization and the increasing subdivision 
of knowledge, society needs people who have 
the ability to make accurate judgments based 
on an integrated and holistic interdisciplinary 
approach.

Faculty of Humanities

General
Education

Liberal Arts

Foreign languages

Health and physical
education

Credit transfer

Humanities
Philosophy; logic; ethics; religion; Japanese history; analysis of Japanese history; East 
Asian history; Western history; analysis of foreign history; Japanese literature; Chinese 
literature; Western literature; human geography; art; history of Japanese education; 
history of Western education

Social sciences
Law; Japanese constitution; legal theory; government; governmental theory; economics; 
economic theory; commerce; sociology; education theory; basic education theory; 
geography; geographic influences on nature and civilization; psychology; cultural 
anthropology

Introductory mathematics; basic mathematics; introductory statistics; introductory 
physics; world of physics; the natural world and chemistry; daily life and environmental 
chemistry; introductory earth system science; new earth observation; microbiology; 
introductory natural science; natural science and humanity; physical geography; 
mathematics; graphic information; statistics; physics; chemistry; earth science; biology; 
mathematical information science; introductory chemistry; biochemistry; chemistry 
experimentation; physics experimentation; biology experimentation

Natural sciences

Interdisciplinary courses
Global environment; life, health and medicine; internationalization and Japan; science, 
technology, information, and society; culture and education; the modern world 

Fundamental courses
Career design for Fukuoka University students; seminar on academic skills; information 
about Fukuoka University and how to learn there

Freshman English; Intermediate English; Advanced English; German; French; Chinese; 
Spanish; Korean; Russian; Japanese (for international students)

Lifelong sports practice; Lifelong sports theory 

As part of the ongoing cooperative program between five universities in western 
Fukuoka City, classes are mutually open to students, and credits received for specified 
classes are transferred.
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