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Yamakasa Diary: A Question for the Gods
Dear Gods of Hakata,
What is this Yamakasa spell that Your festival gods have cast over the men of
Hakata?
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Masses of men brave the summer
sun, July humidity, the early morning
chill of typhoon rain. Subjecting them-
selves to the logic of Your tradition,
they limp, bleeding, battered and
wheezing on the roadside. For one
fortnight, midday glare or the be-
witched hours, men are cursed by a

passion for swarming around the roar-

ing float, re-enacting a desperate rite
to rid the town of the plague seven centuries ago.

Why is Your tradition so compelling as a social force, magnifying its own vital-
ity? Concerns about the plague invading Hakata are safely enclosed in the past
tense, but the community continues to worship its own gods, heroes and mythol-
ogy. The customs of the merchant class of Hakata have come to represent
Fukuoka Prefecture and Japan. Men surviving with their wits and the prosthetic
of computer technology spend fifty weeks a year devoted to the bottom line. For
one fortnight, able-bodied men burn with the vigor of a deeper narrative.

Gods of Hakata, what have you done to time?

o: &

LR (FHXED=)

kY HEEtry— [H%%AM| Final Essay

Question: Please read the following two quotations and use them to
discuss the idea that Hakata time is sacred.

“Primitivity is at the heart of the modern nation state.” Stephen Muecke
“The sacred is only a privileged moment of communal unity, a moment
of convulsive communication of what is ordinarily stifled.” Georges
Bataille

For extra credit, please discuss the opposition between myth and his-
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tories, magic, and ritual on one hand, and ™ |

rationality and the category of the mod- = —

ern on the other.  BREREL —=
R e |

THESIS: Japan is primitive. i‘ij{;;ﬁ;;ii:&; —

Evidence: Until the end of World War Two, g kST LE )

the Emperor was the divine leader of our :

Japanese tribe. For us Japanese he was sa- | café 108 =

cred, as our ancestors continue to be. Each

August | must work very hard, cleaning my =

grandfather’s house on Nokonoshima. Purity 5

is important because our family is welcoming Whatis more important than money?

back the spirits of our ancestors to Grandfa-

ther’s home, but my father still tells me | am not allowed to light the fire that
guides them towards our Buddhist altar. Each summer a priest from Shirahige
Shrine offers prayers to officially open and close the Noko swimming season.
These prayers scare away bad luck and attract the god who protects children.
At home, each morning my father gives rice, Noko oranges, and fresh tea to my
dead mother and he talks to her black and white photograph in the Buddhist
altar.

Conclusion: Japan is primitive because we believe in the codes and forces of
magic and rituals, and the dead still control the living. What makes us Japa-
nese is this sacred Japanese identity itself. Perhaps it is this Japanese tribal
spirit that is worshipped by our Prime Ministers at Yasukuni Shrine.

ANTITHESIS: Japan is modern.

Evidence: In 2001, 1% of Japanese GDP was spent on Japanese military ex-
penditure. This total of US$38.5 billion is about 5% of the world total mili-
tary expenditure. This amount has not really changed for the past decade. Ja-
pan’s ODA budget for 1991-2000 was the highest in the world. In that decade,
the United States spent US$93 billion when Japan spent US$ 1 18 billion. In
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1998, Japan was the world’s largest donor to 42 countries, including its re-
gional neighbours Indonesia, China, Thailand, India, and the Philippines. In
1999, Japan’s annual ODA budget was US$15.3 billion.

Conclusion: After leaving the LLeague of Nations in 1933, Japan is now a re-

sponsible member of the world community of nations. Under the pacifist Con-
stitution, the Self Defense Forces are permitted to protect Japan. Japan has
been supporting environmentally friendly projects in developing countries in
the region.

SYNTHESIS: Japan is primitive and modern.

Evidence: We Japanese have our rituals for our private magic, and we have our

rituals for our national state. Through our local festivals we are masters of
legendary time: our private dead and national patriotic dead connect the past
to the present. Neurophysiologist Dr Tsunoda says that the three links of brain
-culture-language are the national reproduction system for Japanese. But
without the idea of someone outside Japan, and the possibility of the convul-
sive communication of violent warfare with outsiders, the links between body,
life and signs are not enough to propel the nation into the uncertain future of
falling birthrates and an aging population.

Conclusion: In the ideology supermarket, state nationalism remains the best

seller, and down the aisle of cultural nationalism plenty of merchandise goes
out the door too. Photographs of local divinity in action are perennial favour-
ites!

Nanakuma Taro

LE 987654321

II: &
LIRKES (FLZ0M)

Yamakasa Diary: Hakata time as action, not understanding
It feels like a safe distance, until the Kushida Shrine drum is struck. The moving
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castle howls. The sacredness of Hakata time begins as the Yamakasa moves.

Masses of men stream ahead of the shrine-float. Everyday routines are dis-
carded as Your extraordinary ritual begins. A glimpse of the frenzied faces bolt-
ing past swims out of focus, intensifying my fear of Your unknown forces. The
scale of the approaching float is grasped by dumb eyes that stare but cannot com-
prehend the logic of Your power over Hakata men.

Placating the malevolent bile of angered gods, the momentum of the float slays
any aspiration for an objective account of festival joy. Narrative is trampled by
the desperate concentration of men staking their reputation and the safety of
their fellows on their well-practised ability not to stumble.

Fast footwork is the foundation for participation but true believers shed the
skin of their shoulders, ears and palms as gravity and friction compete with the in-
sistence of the shrine to advance. The desire to perform to Your satisfaction
unites the runners in moments of convulsive communication.

Lactic acid burbles as rationality lays stunned, little more than philosophical
road Kill. Any attempt to understand the pleasures of Hakata time are kicked to
the curb as the pressures of tradition and pride propel the shrine towards its final
destination. The urge to belong to the local chapter of a sacred national identity is
transmuted into the screaming prayer of every
stretched nerve, demanding enough stamina to
go the distance.

SR

adten e

Ranking and being ranked gives each man
the right to stand, rice straw rope held aloft at

LI 0N the designated changeover, eyeballing the dis-

\ 2 HTI N .’/ & tance being consumed by the sacramental float.
£ A brief riot of testosterone as entropy reigns.

Q)_\?“’J e 7 Well-intended slaps between the shoulder

RT3y
= blades mark the end of one section of duties. If

these imperatives are ignored, foul invective for

any laggards obstructing the fresh runners anx-

Culture: rules for protection.

ious to fuel Your relentless demands for pro-
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gress.

The retired men fall back, the shrine charges deeper into its own mythology,
and the heaving runners take a short cut to their next station of duty. Whipped
into Your submission by their exertion, they feel miraculously alive. Blood remem-
bers this bliss of achievement. A quick glance confirms all are present as they jog
towards the next leg of service. Your potent cocktail of adrenalin and fatigue will
sustain Hakata for another year.

V:8)&UTE

R SRS

[ OISR EA BN TH I L IIREREER L THY T, RERL, 2
DR IEL O 2 1L LTI H L0 5 TT o HOHNAFAET L FF B2 0] 70 % I
FRZY v v =122, ZNEFEEULL., Eiifbd %, REDIZ. TOBEEX
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LRRRIE (FXZ2DTH)
The Importance of Shindo Yiako GE#id)

In July 2004, Shindo Yuko exhibited a series of 1.8-metre-high Yamakasa photo-
graphs at Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, an event he commemorated by publishing
the collection as a book called [HE4: 1241/2004 127tk 1% ] Shindod’s style is
to transmute flesh that is absolutely singular into images that hint of legend and a
more authentic past. If you scrape away the emulsion from a Shind6 print as you
dive into the subconscious of Yamakasa tradition, you realize that the priest Shoi-
chi Kokushi was right all along back in 1241. While he was carried around on a
wooden platform, he scattered holy water and expelled the plague from Hakata
with incantations. Nearly eight centuries later, the best protection from outside
threats continues to be to name unknown forces, performing the illusion of control

over that power which consumes local people.
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These installed photographs call forth the demons and spirits that lurk beneath
the melting bitumen, the international playground of corporate fleets and luxury
sedans. Beneath the hum of closing a deal, from below the homeless huddling deep
in a wintry Hakata Station, they unfetter those energies denied by the dull con-
sumption of cable TV. Let the animal drive for survival emerge, they proclaim,
and take flight across the generations through a plague-stricken market, a mer-
chant town overrun with barbaric invaders, a fire-bombed city that flinched at
vague reports of an atomic flash over Nagasaki. Release the memories of the
streets and make eight hundred years of Hakata history collapse with a roar that
announces this is not controlled artistic chaos. Embrace the communal pulse hi-
bernating behind the aorta of apparently demure salary-men. Ride that wave of
recognition and join the afflicted swarm that explodes as the crowd roars, fuelling
the fire in the team belly.

In that incendiary moment, with the shrine shouldered and the furious intelli-
gence of the nagare team working with the relentless economy of a centipede, we
howl the eternal chorus of Yamakasa truth. In this instant of Hakata time which
knows only the ideal of its own repetition, the brutish fiends of mortality, the injus-
tices of fate, and the tedium of the daily grind are devoured, dismembered and
kicked aside. Fired on by blessings of water and the howling prayers from the
street, the cacophony reverberates past its crescendo, sustaining Hakata for an-

other year.

7 L
The past is forever: medieval gods, modern

Cool Hakata: passion, power
and changing tradition. colours.
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LRRAREE (FXZ2DR)
Nambo Ryii: Nanakuma Taro quietly tells the truth
1. What I really like about Nambo Ry is that is it not zemoto seido.

Nambo Ryt is more democratic than the zemoto seido schools of tea. Nambo Kai
administers Nambo Ryt. The Board of Directors acknowledges Namboroku as
the supreme source of tea knowledge.

Nambo Ryt is more democratic than the zemoto seido schools of tea because
anyone who has attained the
teaching rank of professor has
the honour of performing the
kencha procedure at Kushida
Shrine or the kucha procedure
at Torinji. In the grandmaster

system, these sacred perform-
ances can only be done by the
Grand Master himself. (And the
Grand Master is usually a man

)

2. In Nambo Rya, Namboroku is
the supreme source of tea
knowledge.

The best thing to do if you
want to understand the tea of
Sen no Rikya is to read Nam-
boroku. Nambo Sokei (Fgihss
%), a priest affiliated with the
Sakai temple Nanshuji tells us
what Rikya told him. We read  #iif#tDEFHI
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what the disciple Nambo Sokei tells us of his
conversations with his teacher Rikyt.

Namboroku feeds our fantasy: the Reader
of Namboroku, Nambo Sokei, Rikytu. We are
only two short steps removed from the world
of Rikyt.

3. Namboroku is the supreme demonstration
of tea knowledge as fabrication.

It must be part of the national character of
Japan. Our ears were so thirsty for even the
tiniest hint of the tearooms tales of Nobunaga

ML CER (T SNICRAYIRDOEF R

and Hideyoshi that we forgot to check the
credentials of the storyteller. Our intoxica-
tion with history would be complete if we
were only two short steps removed from the
world of Rikya. However, between the
Nambo Sokei stories of Rikya and the Reader
of Namboroku stands Tachibana Jitsuzan (37,
eI 1655-1708).

Jitsuzan was a trusted retainer of Kuroda
Tsunamasa and was the kind of tea man-poet
who made Hakata proud. Jitsuzan discovered
five of the seven manuscripts that we now
call Namboroku in 1686 (["H&H ], [4x1. [,

[k ], [BF])). One hundred years after
the death of Rikyd, Jitsuzan conveniently found two more ([Z£51] 1, [ 1) in 1690.
Each year around the time of the ginan harvest in the eleventh month, Nambo

L

Hakata: tradition for men.

Ry honours the memory of Jitsuzan with a kucha performance at the temple he
established in 1696, Torinji (Hakata Ekimae 3 Chome).
After reading several books dealing with Nambéoroku, including [/ )% & 371E
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Fil] and [ZE0W% & Fiai—FRS O R E TR #k] ORE] by MARTER], it is
obvious that Tachibana Jitsuzan was also a very competent editor. Most scholars
now agree that Jitsuzan used historical documents about tea to write the Nambo
Sokei account of the wabi tea lore of Rikyt. Some tea historians acknowledge that
even though Namboroku was initially treated as a secret text transmitting the sa-
cred depths of the tea practiced by Riky, it also contributed to a revival of the ca-
reer of Rikyt as the Saint of Tea.

Despite not being what it claimed to be, Namboroku helped the grandmaster
tea schools legitimate themselves as they elevated their ancestor. By claiming
that the complex possibilities of tea were already perfected by Rikyt during the
sixteenth century, the grandmaster tea schools stopped history and placed them-
selves at the centre of the tea narrative. Forever.

4. The [8)] of Nambo Ryu teais the [##] of Yamakasa

My favourite photograph hints at what lies at the heart of the mystery of
Hakata time. In the middle of all the frantic activity of Kushida Shrine in July,
there is one moment of static action. Members of the Nambo Ryt school of tea
pause before the quiet intensities of kencha shiki begin. Several hours before the
3:59 pm start of the Owvama narashi, tea teachers and their students bow. That
one black and white image of all those lowered heads is important for everyone in
Hakata because it preserves that moment of silent unity which is more than a
prayer for the eternal vitality of the various traditions sustained by Kushida
Shrine.

Regardless of their status in the Nambo Ryt world of tea, in that collective ges-
ture everyone submits to the authority in front of them. Against the distractions
of shrine devotion, all concentration is directed to the preparation of sacred tea.
Coins bounce their way into the donation box, the prayer bell rattles and each
year, the number of uncomprehending foreign tourists staring with open mouths
at the spectacle of tea-as-purification increases.

All that noise is no obstacle to the understated arsenal of Nambo Ryu. Taint,
corruption and pestilence are all banished by the powerful combination of tea eti-
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quette, light friction and the intense focus of group attention. Some watch this
highest ranking procedure to remember the efforts of previous generations, oth-
ers are studying what they hope will be their honour some day, and those who in-
terpret change as falling standards are compelled to judge and assess proficiency.

We see elegance as a white feather is deftly used to purify the utensils dis-
played on the black lacquer daisu tea stand. The kettle lid, the iron teakettle and
the bronze brazier are precisely caressed by the underside of the feather in re-
peated series of three strokes. Decades of dedication to tea ensure a polished flow
to the routines of using a white fukusa to symbolically cleanse the thick tea con-
tainer, the wooden tenmoku dar and the ivory tea scoop. The gentle resistance of
the utensil surfaces to the purifying attention of the feather and fukusa in these
sequences of motion and the measured placement of utensils are the public ex-
pression of the most formal elements of tea grammar in Hakata. These are the
treasures that have been transmitted by Namboroku across generations of
Hakata tea believers and the Nambo Ryt activities of the twelfth day of the sev-
enth month continue to ensure the safe passage of all who run in Yamakasa.

Nambo Kai office bearers and shrine officials co-operate as the prepared tea is
offered to gods and placed out of sight, on the highest level of the altar.

The intention of sacramental tea and the familiar Shinto norito prayers are
neatly integrated by the protocol of bowing and making offerings. In the hallowed
space in front of the Kushida Shrine altar, these shared conventions allow both
traditions to sustain each other and nourish the hearts of their practitioners.

Hakata time exists as the tension between solitary mortality and the inevitabil-
ity of the regular disappearance of whole generations. Traditions resolve the di-
lemmas caused by such absences because they provide the illusion of controlling
the flow of those lethal forces that will eventually consume us all. The sobering re-
ality of human fate as anecdotes of uncertainty is temporarily put on hold by such
rituals that take us out of linear time.

The territory spanned by the traditions of Hakata ranges from this tea-as-
Shinté moment to a whole range of as-yet unimagined legends. Hakata time is
woven from the weft of such instants and the warp of all that is eternal. This
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structure of from-here-to-eternity frames the moral compass provided by the five
colours of the dokko and hanazara design of kenjo Hakata ori. Hakata time is
greater than the sum of all those individual narratives which have been enriched
by the privileges bestowed by the spiritual bent of traditions as tea, Yamakasa
and noh.

We worship the opposites of action and rest, but they are equal and necessary:
the [ B} ] of Namho Ryt tea is the [ & | of Yamakasa. In the July dialogue between
the [#)] body and the [#F] mind, culture has the final say because the raucous
gods of Kushida Shrine need to be placated after the sun rises on the morning of
July fifteeenth. When Nishi Nagare are destroying the decorations of their shrine-
float in the yama kuzushi rite, shizumu noh commences at Kushida Shrine with a
special rendition of Okina featuring two ko tsuzumi drums. A dignified dance from
a god play, an extract from a lively warrior play like Funabenke, and then
Yamakasa is finished for another year.

One snapshot of Hakata time: now and forever, individual and tradition, these
are the categories that are captured in that one photograph of heads deeply

bowed in unison that deserves a wider audience.

5. This is not true: a sacred text is no substitute for a direct bloodline.

The idea of ‘authentic’ is a narrow hard line designed to protect one small group
who want to stop time. Although the leaders of such groups claim to their follow-
ers that they have exclusive access to the truth, usually they are more interested
in protecting their institutionalized power than exploring alternative but equal
truths. Accepting different interpretations means accommodating the flow of life
which demands its right to those drifts and discharges that will be later under-
stood as the steps of progress to a more enlightened future.

There is no need to bow down and worship the idea that Kyoto is the centre of
the tea world. 182 ZI3E A D 51T Ada.

REH A ORLS
[CNIEFROERICLZHATRIEVWETA, LA, £ TEHMBT HI21T
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Tea: Subjectivity, Transience and National Identity
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